MAGIC AND RELIGION

and feelings to a degree approaching that of the
person instanced. In this connection, the effect
of repetition, and of the tribal sanction obtained
by magical customs, should not be overlooked.
They tend to make doubt and criticism next to
impossible.

What need is there in cases of this kind to
introduce a middle term between the actions of
the magician and their expected effect? None
whatsoever. The thought of an efficient agent
or power passing out of the magician or of his
instrument to work upon the victim is no neces-
sary part of this type of Magic.

(d) The belief at the root of a great variety
of magical practices, that 'like' produces 'like/
may have arisen in still other ways than the one
just indicated. Nothing is more common than
the invisible passage of things, be they heat, cold,
light, thunderbolt, odours, diseases, etc., from one
person or object to another, either by contact or
through space. The frequent instances of diseases
spreading by infection among men, animals, and
vegetables, seem in themselves sufficient to sug-
gest the belief that 'like' produces 'like/ The
idea of contagion must have appeared very early
indeed. Now, as the savage is quite unable
to distinguish between the different agencies
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